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bride well-united and prosperous, to make the
bride good and dutiful to make her pleasing to her
husband and his relations, to make her for ever
devoted to God and to seek the welfare of human
beings and domestic animals. This is Vakdhana.
The bride-groom wipes the middle of her fore-
head with a blade of Kusa grass to wipe off any
evil influences in her and then throws the blade
of grass away behind her. The gold Mangalyam
and a ring of Kusa grass are placed on the bride's
head. A small wooden yoke with a hole in it is
placed above the gold and a little water is poured
through the hole thrice by the bridegroom who
prays to God to remove any skin disease in her
and make her pure and happy.

After bath the bride and the bridegroom
get into new clothes. The bridegroom binds a
string made of Kusa grass around the waist of the
bride to render her fit for wedding rite. Then he
leads her by holding her right hand and they sit
before the sacred fire. He asks her to become the
mistress of his house. He grips her hand so that
he may have good children through her. This is
called Panigraha.

Then during Mangalya Dharana  the
bridegroom ties the Mangalyam with the thread
round the bride's neck with three knots. His sister
helps him in this act. The bridegroom then takes
hold of the bride's right foot and leads her towards
the east making her take Seven steps. During
each step he makes a request. This is called
SaptapadL